
                     Mrs. Haston’s First Grade 2020-2021                                      

                      Date Elementary School 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to First Grade!  I am excited to get the opportunity to get to know you and your wonderful family this school 

year.  I am Christine Haston and I will be your child’s teacher this year.  I have been a teacher for the Fontana School 

District for 14 years.  My husband and I have one child that will be in sixth grade.  I love to read in my free time and my 

favorite baseball team is the Angels – Go Angels!  My WIG (wildly important goal) is to learn how to play Vivaldi – Four 

Seasons (Winter) on the violin.  Even though this year is starting out differently, I know that it will be filled with fun, 

learning, and adventure.  I love school and learning, and I want every child to love it too!  This year first graders will be 

working very hard learning:   

• Read (65 words per minute) and write independently (six sentences paragraph that includes topic, 4 details, and 

a conclusion).  Please read at least 20 minutes daily with your child. 

• Counting, reading, writing, and comparing numbers to 120 

• Memorizing addition and subtraction facts to 20 

Online Distance Learning will come with challenges; however, I am hopeful that we can get through these obstacles 

quickly and develop a system that help you and your child feel comfortable and stress-free during our video meetings 

and worktime at home.  Here are a few things that will help: 

1. Make a schedule and stick to it.  Have a consistent bedtime, set alarms to wake-up, breakfast at the same time, 

and getting dressed with teeth brushed every day.  It sounds obvious but it lets your child know that even 

though they are not leaving the house, school is still important and really does count. 

2. Keep log on information close by and in the same place.  Have your child practice logging on several times.  

Your student has an email account, Microsoft Teams, Lexia, a few others.  I will print off a card for you and send 

it to you when I have a final list of the students in our class.  The school should also have information you are 

missing. 

3. Practice mute and be aware of background noise.  During parts of lesson time, I will mute all students to make 

sure there are no interruptions; however, I will NEED to hear each student at several points throughout our 

meetings.  Please help your child learn where the mute/unmute button is and practice pushing it.  ALSO, I want 

to remind you that the microphone is heard on EVERYBODY’S device so we all hear the noise in everyone’s 

home.  Your child can use earbuds/headphones to help. 

4. Attendance, participation, and completed work count!!!  Attendance will be taken everyday as well as work will 

be counted for grading purposes.  Please remind your child that I need to get to know them in order to grade 

them so that means they need to respond to the activities and myself when I ask them questions.  They also 

need to complete the assignments that are given daily. 

5. Please keep TEAMS on during work time.  When I end our whole class video meetings, that is when I will 

contact small groups of students or individual students for specific instruction.  When I know in advance the 

time and day I want to meet with your child, I will let you know but, just in case I make a decision at the moment 

to include them, please have TEAMS on during the work time. 

6. Please sign up for Class Dojo.  This will be a way that I can contact you quickly and relay information to you as 

needed.  

I know this is a lot of information to begin with so please feel free to contact me with any questions via email 

hastch@fusd.net  I will try to help you the best I can.  I hope that this year is memorable for your family but not 

because of the world-wide pandemic, but because FIRST GRADERS ROCK! 

Thanks for your support,                                                                                                      

Mrs. Haston, first grade teacher        

Date Elementary School, 909-357-5240   hastch@fusd.net         
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